CONSTITUTION
FREE THE SLAVES – ITHACA COLLEGE CHAPTER

Article I – Name
Section 1 – The name of this organization shall be Free the Slaves – Ithaca College Chapter.

Article II – Purpose/Mission Statement
Section 1 – The purpose of Free the Slaves – Ithaca College Chapter is threefold: a) to raise awareness regarding the issues of modern-day slavery and b) to further the goals and abolitionist ambitions outlined by Free the Slaves, and c) to generate funds to help end modern-day slavery.  Additionally, this chapter seeks to bring together all those who share these common goals within the Ithaca community. 

Article III – Affiliations
Section 1  -- Free the Slaves – Ithaca College Chapter will be officially affiliated with the non-profit organization Free the Slaves, Washington DC.  

Article IV – Membership
Section 1 – Free the Slaves – Ithaca College Chapter offers membership to all students in good standing currently enrolled in Ithaca.  Additionally, we open membership, up to 49%, to members of the community or Cornell University.
Section 2 – Upon member registration, the individual seeking membership is required to additionally file membership with the national organization of Free the Slaves as a prerequisite to gaining membership to the Harvard Working Group of Free the Slaves.
Section 3 – Membership in this organization is open to all meeting the above criteria, irrespective of race, creed, color, gender, class, age, nation of origin, nationality, disability, marital status, religion, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

Article V – Officers or Executive Board
Section 1 – The officers of this organization shall consist of two Co- presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Marketing Chair and other officers that are appointed by the organization.
Section 2 – The term length of each position shall be one year, from May
1 to April 30.
Section 3 – Removal of an officer, in the event it is necessary, shall require a two-third majority vote.

Article VI – Elections
Section 1 – Election of officers shall be held at the end of April.  Any undergraduate member of the group may be nominated for election. Nominations shall be filed in writing with the Secretary at least two weeks before the date appointed for elections. The Secretary shall be responsible for informing all members of the election date and candidates.  Results will be available within two days of the election and will be posted by the outgoing Secretary.

Article VII – Meetings
Section 1 – Meetings of the group shall be held on a regular basis for the purpose of determining policy activities, programs, and other business. Special meetings of the group may be called by the Co-presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, or any committee head of the group.  The secretary shall notify members of the business meeting, via e-mail, no later than five business days in advance of the meeting.
Section 2 – Quorum shall consist of a simple majority of voting members. 
Section 3 – The Coordinator shall chair all meetings. In the Coordinator’s absence, the Assistant Coordinator shall chair. If neither the Coordinator nor the Assistant Coordinator are present, then the Secretary will chair and another member shall be appointed Secretary temporarily for the duration of the meeting.
Section 4 – Minutes of each meeting’s proceedings shall be recorded and copies submitted to the executive board that consists of head of each committee within the organization, and each one of the organization’s advisors. The original set of minutes shall be kept on file by the Secretary.
Section 5 – Notice of regular and special meetings shall be communicated to all members of the group by the Secretary.

Article VIII – Advisors
Section 1 – There shall be at least one Ithaca College faculty or staff advisor who shall serve as an advisor to the organization.

Article IX – Committees
Section 1 – Committees will be formulated on an as needed basis and exist only for the tenure of that need.

Article X – Dues and Fees (if applicable)
Section 1 – Membership dues will be determined in the second meeting of the organization in the first year of its existence.   
Section 2 – All dues will be submitted to the Financial Officer, who will submit them for deposit.

Article XI – Constitutional Amendments
Section 1 – This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote.  At least three members must sponsor any proposal to amend the constitution.  Amendment proposals must be submitted to the secretary at least two weeks in advance of a any scheduled meeting, and the secretary will distribute the proposal at least 10 days before the meeting.  Changes are effective immediately upon their passage.   

Section 2: The club will not discriminate on nder, race, class, economic status, ethnic background, sexual orientation, age, physical ability, and cultural and religious backgrounds."
